
 
SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
 
 
November 1, 2020        
 
 
Dear CCUSD Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
After experiencing 8 positive cases of COVID-19 in our schools during the first 5 weeks of in-
person school, we have had many questions asked about our process when a positive case is 
reported to us by a parent/guardian or the Maricopa County Department of Public Health. Once 
we have a documented positive case, we immediately begin the contact tracing process at the 
school site.  This process is coordinated by the school principal and involves the front office 
staff, the school’s Health Office and sometimes counselors and teachers when needed and 
available. Any student or staff member who was within 6 feet of an infected individual for 10 
minutes or more is considered to be “exposed” and must be sent home to quarantine for 14 days.  
Parents of any exposed students are contacted by phone as well as in a written email that their 
student was exposed and must quarantine.  The students are sent to the health office to separate 
them from other students and their families are asked to come pick them up immediately. 

Next, the school principal sends a letter to any students or staff who may have been in the class 
with an infected individual but NOT exposed to let them know that a positive case had been 
identified in their student’s classroom. During all of these communications, the certified school nurse 
is in direct contact with the health department and the health department also receives a list of the people 
that had been notified of a potential exposure. Once the exposed students’ families have been notified, I 
send a letter to all families and staff at that school site letting them know that there was a positive 
COVID-19 case at the school and that all exposed students’ families have already been notified.   

No student, whether returning from isolation after having a COVID-19 infection or from quarantine after 
being exposed, may return without being cleared through the school’s health office. Although many 
families ask for additional information about the exposed individuals, due to privacy laws, we cannot give 
out any more information beyond what is included in the letters sent home by the school or my office. We 
have been appreciative of the cooperation of any families affected by isolation and quarantine so that we 
can continue to have our schools continue in person classes.  We are confident that our Logistics Plan has 
been successfully mitigating any spread throughout our schools. 
 
I look forward to when I can see you in our schools again.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Debbi C. Burdick, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


